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MURTON, Albert Thomas Edward 
 
Guardsman, 29797 
3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards 
Place of Birth: Kilburn, London 
Date of Death: Saturday 27th April 1918 
Killed in Action 
Cemetery: Bienvillers Military Cemetery,   
Pas de Calais 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 19 years  
 
Albert Thomas Edward Murton was born on 5th March 1899, at Kilburn, London, 
the son of Albert Jackson Murton & Ellen Jane nee Turner, but was to know Little 
Wratting as his home.   
 
His mother’s family, the Turners, were long settled at Little Wratting and Ellen Jane 
was born and baptised there in 1876, the eldest child of Thomas, a farm servant, and 
Ann.  After going to the village school, Ellen Jane worked, like her mother, as a 
seamstress at Chauntry Mill in Haverhill. 
 
A few years later Albert Jackson Murton moved to Little Wratting from Sudbury when 
his father found employment as a bailiff at Great Wilsey Farm.  After leaving school 
Albert worked as an agricultural labourer. 
 
In May 1896, Ellen Jane Turner married Albert Jackson Murton at Little Wratting 
church. Albert’s older brother, Jesse, had married Ellen’s cousin, Jane, in 1890 and 
moved to London so following their marriage Ellen and Albert also set up home 
there.  Tragically, Ellen died 3 months after giving birth to her son Albert. She was 
buried in Little Wratting. Unable to care for a baby his father obviously made 
arrangements for young Albert to be brought up by his grandparents, Thomas and 
Ann Turner and by 1901 he was living with them at Hills Farm, Little Wratting.  His 
father remained in Hampstead, continuing to work as a Brewers Drayman, like his 
brother. 
 
Albert Thomas Edward was a member of St Mary’s church, Haverhill, before he 
enlisted at Sudbury in the Grenadier Guards, as Guardsman, No 29797.  
 
At the beginning of April 1918 Albert was serving in the 3rd Battalion Grenadier 
Guards on the Western Front, where the British Army had been in retreat before the 
German spring offensive.  Albert’s battalion, part of the Second Guards Brigade in 
the Guards Division alternated at two-day intervals between a hutted camp, on the 
Blairville-Hendecourt Road, and the front line a few miles south of Arras.  No 
movement was possible by day due to the presence of an enemy observation 
balloon, but the men were busy at night fixing and repairing the wire entanglements.  
Albert’s company, No 1, spent two days in reserve at a sugar factory.  On the 14th the 
battalion moved into billets at l’Arbret and spent the next four days engaged in 
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training. Baths and clean clothing were made available for half the battalion on the 
18th, and for the remainder on 24th. 
 
It would be the last time Albert experienced such “luxury.”  On the 25th the battalion 
returned to the front line in the Ayette sector, about eight miles south of Arras where 
they relieved the 11th Border Regiment.  Here the front companies, including Albert’s, 
busied themselves with wiring, while the support and reserve companies improved 
the trenches.  On the 27th April the forward posts of Number One Company were 
severely shelled between 12 noon and 2 pm.  Six men were killed and one officer 
wounded.  That night the battalion was relieved and went into Brigade Reserve, but 
too late for Albert who had been killed in the shelling. 
 
Albert was buried in the cemetery at Bienvillers, a few miles to the west.  

 

 
 
His headstone bears 
the inscription: 

THY WILL BE DONE 

FROM HIS 

SORROWING 

GRANDMOTHER 

 
Alfred is commemorated in the churches at St Marys, Haverhill 
& Little Wratting where his parents’ grave (pictured) is 
inscribed: 

‘Albert, Killed in France 1918, Aged 19 years’ 

 

 

 


